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Minutes of Mary Tavy Parish Council Cemetery Committee 
Date 23 November 2017 

Location Reading Rooms, Mary Tavy 

Those present Cllr J Bright, Cllr M Fife Cook, Cllr G. Hill, Cllr J Hill, Cllr P Jarvis (Chair), Cllr R Page and Cllr 
G Ross (7) 

Others present Mrs K Higham (Clerk) 

Proceedings 
 

This meeting was held in direct response to petitions handed to the PC at the meeting of 10 October 
2017. 

 

  

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00pm 
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Apologies for absence 
None received. 

Declarations of interest 
Agreed that disclosure of pecuniary and other interests that may affect items on this 
agenda would be declared as they arise during the course of the meeting. 

In depth review of Cemetery Rules & Regulations 
Cllr Jarvis stated that this meeting was to discuss Rules and Regulations only. The current 
charging structure had been agreed very recently and was not due to be reviewed. 

Rule 1 – Headstones on an earth grave must not exceed a maximum size of 36” high x 
36” wide x 14” deep or metric equivalent. 
Cllrs agreed this rule was appropriate and would remain unchanged. 
Proposed Cllr Page, seconded Cllr Fife Cook, all in favour. 

Rule 2 – The pattern of a headstone on an earth grave must be such as to incorporate a 
flower vase within its foot. 
Cllr Fife Cook stated that as headstones can be purchased with more than one flower 
vase within the foot the rule should read ‘incorporate a minimum of one flower vase 
within its foot’. 
Proposed Cllr J Hill, seconded Cllr Page, all in favour. 

Rule 3 – In order to ensure compliance with current Health & Safety requirements all 
headstones installed after 10 April 2007 must be fitted with a proprietary anchorage 
system as recommended by a qualified monumental mason. In the event of a removal of 
a headstone installed prior to the 10 April 2007 caused by the reopening of a grave 
and/or the addition of a further inscription the headstone must be retrospectively fitted 
with a proprietary anchorage system before being reinstalled in the Parish Cemetery. 
Cllr Jarvis thought that perhaps the rule should include ‘registered monumental mason’ 
as these were the only contractors allowed to carry out work within the Cemetery. Cllr 
Bright also commented that it was not necessary to state reasons for the removal of a 
headstones and believed it could simply state ‘for any reason’. Cllrs agreed on both 
counts. 
Proposed Cllr Bright, seconded Cllr Page, all in favour. 

Rule 4 – As from 10 April 2007 all new headstones and memorial tablets must be 
engraved with the official grave space identification code provided at the time of 
purchase or used by the Burial Clerk to Mary Tavy Parish Council. This identification code 
may be engraved on the rear face of the memorial where size and shape makes this 
possible. 
Cllrs agreed the rule was appropriate and should remain unchanged. 
Proposed Cllr Page, seconded Cllr J Hill, all in favour. 

Rule 5 – Graves are not permitted to have kerbs, earth mounds or separate flower vases. 
The Clerk stated that this rule had not been enforced in the past and as a result many 
graves had additional vases which had been there for many years. If this rule remained 
unchanged a large number of additional vases should be removed. This may cause great 
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upset to families. She suggested the rule needed to be something the PC could enforce 
moving forward. Cllr Fife Cook suggested allowing visitor to place additional vases 
provided they were made from appropriate material and remained within 12 inches of 
the headstone. Cllr J Hill agreed but also wanted to specify that additional vases must 
not exceed the width of the headstone foot. Cllr Jarvis agreed this would still allow the 
Contractor the freedom to cut the grass without meeting obstacles.  
Proposed Cllr Fife Cook, seconded Cllr Ross, all in favour. 

Rule 6 – Memorial tablets above cremated remains must not exceed a maximum size of 
21” x 21” or metric equivalent. 
Cllr agreed this rule is appropriate and should remain unchanged. 
Proposed Cllr Fife Cook, seconded Cllr Page, all in favour. 

Rule 7 – Cremated remains must be interred in a bio-degradable container. 
Cllr agreed this rule is appropriate and should remain unchanged. 
Proposed Cllr Fife Cook, seconded Cllr Bright, all in favour. 

Rule 8 – No headstone or memorial tablet may incorporate a photographic or other 
representation of the deceased. 
Cllr agreed that any photographic or other representation of the deceased was not 
acceptable. However many existing headstones do contain carved or etched depictions 
of wildlife or similar. Cllr Ross suggested this rule allow families to have a motif, 
significant to the deceased on the headstone provided it remains within the maximum 
size stated in Rule 1. He also suggested the rule state that further information and 
guidance is available from the Burial Clerk. 
Proposed Cllr Ross, seconded Cllr Fife Cook, all in favour. 

Rule 9 – Any inscription must be simple, reverent and in keeping with what would be 
expected in a rural Churchyard or Cemetery. The Burial Committee of Mary Tavy Parish 
Council reserves the right to refuse any application which does not conform to this 
requirement. 
Cllr Page stated he did not believe the rule was suitable as it was too ambiguous. He 
believed headstone inscriptions would be more relevant in years to come if they 
contained some factual information about the deceased. Cllr Jarvis stated the difficulty 
was that any word used must be defined by those making the decision. Cllrs agreed the 
inscription should contain information which in future would tell the reader something 
about the person. Something which was factual and not the opinion of the deceases 
family. Cllrs agreed the rule as it stood covered what they wanted to see in terms of 
simplicity of the inscription and the respect they wished to show all those families who 
have buried a loved one in Mary Tavy. Cllr Page suggested the rule should read, 
‘Inscriptions must be simple, reverent, and should contain a factual statement about the 
deceased if the family wished whilst remaining in keeping with what would be expected 
in a rural Cemetery’. Or words to that effect. 
Proposed Cllr Page, seconded Cllr J Hill, all in favour. 

Rule 10 – The Burial Committee recognises that, immediately after an interment the 
number of floral tributes may completely cover the grave space and they are 
immediately surrounding it. Once these floral tributes are sufficiently degraded they will 
be removed for recycling and/or disposal. Subsequent floral tributes laid on such a grave 
should be limited in number and placed only at the head of the grave space where a 
headstone will eventually be placed. 
Cllrs agreed this rule is appropriate and should remain unchanged. 
Proposed Cllr Fife Cook, seconded Cllr Ross, all in favour. 

Rule 11 – Occasions may occur, such as anniversaries when the number of floral tributes 
placed on a grave may exceed the capacity of the standard flower vase integral to the 
base of the headstone. The Burial Committee expects this to be an exceptional 
circumstance as the proliferation throughout the year of flower vases and their contents 
only serve to create difficult and time-consuming working conditions for our contractor. 
However, on the grounds of Health & Safety any temporary additional containers must 
be made from a shatter-proof material. Glass, plastic and other brittle materials are 
expressly forbidden and the Parish Council reserves the right to remove and dispose of 
any found in the Cemetery. 
The Clerk stated she felt the first part of this rule was also difficult to enforce as she 
could not know whether the family were marking a significant date or not. The earlier 
change to rule 5 allowing the first 12 inches from the headstone should negate any need 
for this rule. Cllr Bright stated that if the PC removed the first part of this rule the second 
part which states ‘On the grounds of Health & Safety’, could be added to rule 5.  
Proposed Cllr Bright, seconded Cllr J Hill, all in favour. 
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Rule 12 – The planting of shrubs, plants and flowers on or around the graves is not 
allowed. 
Cllrs agreed this rule is appropriate and should remain unchanged. 
Proposed Cllr G Hill, seconded Cllr Page, all in favour. 

Rule 13 – It is recommended that headstones and memorial tablets should be of granite 
or other stone local to the area. Any deviation from this preferred standard is strictly at 
the discretion of the Burial Committee of Mary Tavy parish Council and is non-
negotiable. 
Cllr Bright asked if Cllrs would accept any other type of stone other than granite. Cllrs did 
not believe they would accept any other type of stone. Therefore Cllr Bright suggested 
taking out the words ‘It is recommended’ and simply stating ‘Headstones and memorial 
tablets should be granite’. Cllr agreed. 
Proposed Cllr Bright, seconded Cllr J Hill, all in favour. 

Rule 14 – Floral tributes should be in keeping with the season of the year and the Parish 
Council reserves the right to remove floral tributes including those made of artificial 
materials when degraded by the elements. 
Cllr Ross suggested it was an unnecessary constraint to expect visitors to only place 
seasonal tributes. He proposed removing this part of the rule and allowing it to state 
only that the Parish Council reserves the right to remove items which are degraded. 
Proposed Cllr Ross, seconded Cllr G Hill, all in favour. 

Rule 15 – It is permissible to place a small flower vase of a pattern recommended by a 
monumental mason on a plot used for the interment of ashes. 
Cllr Fife Cook suggested this should again read a ‘registered monumental mason’. Cllr 
agreed. 
Proposed Cllr Fife Cook, seconded Cllr Jarvis, all in favour. 

Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 December 2017. 

This meeting was recorded to assist in writing accurate minutes. 
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 21.34pm. 

Minutes prepared by Mrs Kerri Higham, Clerk to Mary Tavy Parish Council. 
 
Signed: Cllr P Jarvis 
Chair of the Cemetery Committee________________________________________ 
 
Date ____________________ 
 

 


