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Minutes of the Meeting of Mary Tavy Parish Council held on Tuesday 8th September 

2020, 7pm, in an online publicly accessible meeting room 
 

Present: Cllr. Williams (Chairman); Cllr. Page (Vice Chairman); Cllr. Butland; Cllr. Dunn; Cllr. Hill; Cllr. 

Prosser; Cllr. Reid; Cllr. Wright; Katherine Anness (Clerk).  

Also present: Borough Cllr. Pearce; County Cllr. Sanders. 

1)  Welcome and brief explanation on the use of online meeting controls by the Chairman.  

2)  Open session for Public Participation (15 minutes): Borough Cllr. Pearce and County Cllr. Sanders 

advised the Council on the following issue: 

Japanese Knotweed: Borough Cllr. Pearce provided the Council with an update based on information 

recently obtained from West Devon Officers. The Parish Council do not have the power to enforce 

landowners to control the spread of Japanese Knotweed; West Devon Borough Council also have no 

enforcement power unless the ground is disturbed for reasons of development. 

County Cllr. Sanders added that property or landowners can initiate legal enforcement action against 

an adjacent land or property owner for Japanese Knotweed that extends beyond land boundaries. 

However, the statutory authorities have very few sanctions available to them in this regard.  

3)  Apologies for Absence: Not applicable. All councillors were in attendance.  

There was no video feed to allow attendees to see Cllr. Hill; however, he was present and counted 

for the purposes of a quorum as he could hear all attendees present at the meeting and be heard by 

all attendees. This complies with item 4(a) of the Council’s Standing Orders addendum, a set of rules 

and guidance for the holding of remote Council meetings, that was adopted by resolution of the full 

Council during its meeting held on 14th July 2020.  

4)  Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Dunn- item 6. Dispensation granted.  

5)  Confirmation of Minutes: of the last Council meeting (circulated) held on Tuesday 11th August 

2020.  

Cllr. Prosser queried whether there was mention of an error with the Ordinance Survey map under 

item six (amended plan: 0389/18) during discussion at the last meeting. Cllr. Reid and Cllr. Dunn 

confirmed there was. The clerk read aloud the relevant paragraph from the minutes, page 9.  

It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Butland, seconded by Cllr. 

Dunn. Seven in favour, Cllr. Hill abstained due to absence from the last meeting.  

6)  Planning: Dartmoor National Park Authority (DNPA) have asked for comments from the Parish 

Council:  

0386/20- Proposed: convert building to ancillary annex and replace dilapidated rear conservatory on 

the main house with a new larger glazed unit at Prince Arthur House, Mary Tavy.  

Cllr. Page requested that Cllr. Reid’s report of the site visit that was carried out on 3rd September 

2020 be sent to the Case Officer at DNPA.  
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Decision 

It was resolved to SUPPORT the planning application based upon councillor observations 

summarised within Cllr. Reid’s site visit report.  

Proposed by Cllr. Reid, seconded by Cllr. Page. All in favour by a show of hands (Cllr. Hill submitted a 

vote in favour by proclamation.) 

Action 

Clerk to forward Cllr. Reid’s site visit report to Nicola Hand (DNPA Case Officer). 

7)  Speeding Working Group: to receive an update from Cllr. Butland. To approve any 

recommendations, agree any actions and authorise any expenditure.  

Cllr. Butland and Cllr. Reid provided the Council with a verbal update on the following:  

• Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS): Councillors have requested a meeting with Tom Lee 

(Neighbourhood Highways Officer), within the village, to show him potential locations they feel 

would most benefit from traffic calming through placement of a mobile VAS; at the time of the 

Council meeting, councillors had yet to be notified of a date for this appointment. Cllr. Reid has 

received confirmation from the manufacturer of Evolis Radar Speed Signs of purchase price and 

availability for delivery. However, confirmation is pending regarding whether the aforementioned 

device would receive approval for use on the A386 from Devon County Council (DCC). 

• Village Gateways and Signs: The Speeding Working Group members have decided to focus their 

attention on VAS at the present time; the concept of gateways and signs for the village may be 

revisited at a later date.  

• Speed Watch: The Council have received confirmation that a date for speed watch training has not 

yet been rescheduled following cancellation of the joint training session for Mary Tavy and Lamerton 

speed watch volunteers that was booked for early April 2020.  

Cllr. Hill left the meeting at this point (7.20pm) due to technical issues.  

• A 40-mph zone on the approach to the village from the Tavistock direction (near the Mary Tavy 

Inn): The Clerk has made contact with County Cllr. Sanders to request his assistance with regards to 

an application for the installation of this traffic calming measure through our local Highways and 

Traffic Orders Committee (HATOC) of which he is Chair. HATOC are responsible for the way in which 

Devon County Council delivers its responsibilities as the highway authority.  

County Cllr. Sanders, present at the meeting, asked the Chairman for permission to speak which was 

granted. The main issues from his perspective, regarding speeding on the A386 through Mary Tavy, 

relate to ineffective positioning of the existing VAS (outside Downs Garage), average traffic speed 

approaching the village from the Tavistock direction and a specific issue with vehicles overtaking 

uphill within the 40-mph zone travelling in the Okehampton direction from the junction for 

Blackdown Nursing Home onwards. The Council were urged to persist with efforts to create a speed 

watch team for Mary Tavy despite the length of time it takes for local Police to approve both 

volunteers and site locations as speed watch has an impact on the driving behaviour of locals.  

County Cllr. Sanders advised the Council that the next step would be to refer our speed concern to 

the Speed Compliance Action Review Forum (SCARF) for a full assessment. The SCARF team is made 

up of Devon & Cornwall Constabulary Casualty Reduction Officers and Devon County Council Traffic 

& Road Safety Officers.  County Cllr. Sanders asked the Chairman for permission to initiate a SCARF 
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review on behalf of the Parish Council through our local HATOC; Cllr. Williams granted this. No 

objections were raised. Therefore:  

Agreed Actions 

• County Cllr. Sanders to initiate a review by the SCARF team through our local HATOC on behalf of 

the Parish Council.  

• Cllr. Reid to forward the data collected during our two-week hire of a SpeedSpy Traffic Speed 

Logger to County Cllr. Sanders, for use as evidence of pre-lockdown average traffic speeds on the 

A386 through Mary Tavy, to pass on to HATOC and the SCARF team on our behalf.  

8)  Cemetery Working Group: to receive an update from Cllr. Williams. To approve any 

recommendations, agree any actions and authorise any expenditure.  

No update; the meeting progressed to item 8 (i).  

i) To approve the suggested wording for a permanent notice to affix to the cemetery entrance gate, 

intended to draw the attention of visitors to Cemetery Rule No. 5, drafted by Cllr. Williams 

(circulated to councillors in advance). 

Decision 

It was resolved to approve the wording for the permanent notice drafted by Cllr. Williams.  

Proposed by Cllr. Reid, seconded by Cllr. Prosser. All in favour by a show of hands.  

ii) To consider the quote received from Tavy Signs for an A4 size aluminium composite panel of the 

aforementioned notice for £30 plus VAT.  

Decision 

It was resolved to proceed with purchase of an A4 size aluminium composite panel, that displays the 

wording approved by the full Council, from Tavy Signs for £30 plus VAT.  

Proposed by Cllr. Prosser, seconded by Cllr. Dunn. All in favour by a show of hands. Clerk to action. 

9)  Councillor motions submitted in advance of the meeting:  

i) Planning: submitted by Cllr. Page.  

“To appoint a standing committee for the following and vote on a Chairman; to determine the 

Council’s position on any PLANNING issue coming before the Parish Council:  

The committee to be called, ‘Planning Committee’                                                                                                      

The committee to be appointed and comply with the requirements of item four in the standing 

orders                                                                                                                                                                                

Due to the, often urgent, reply requirements the committee should have the authority to arrange 

site visits and send a report to Dartmoor National Park (DNPA).”                                                                                                                                      
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Proposal 

Cllr. Page proposed the appointment of a planning committee in accordance with item four in the 

standing orders and nominated Cllr. Reid as Chairman of the committee.  

Seconded by Cllr. Prosser.  

A full discussion took place. Points in favour and against the appointment of a planning committee 

included:  

• A planning committee would allow planning applications to be discussed, and comments agreed 

upon, in a timely manner without need to arrange an extension, which would avoid delay in the 

planning application assessment process on the part of the Parish Council.  

• A planning committee would allow paperwork to be thoroughly looked at and discussed in great 

detail; there is not always time to do this during full Council meetings. It was felt that this enhanced 

level of service would ultimately be of benefit to parishioners.  

• The public must have access to councillor discussion on all planning applications submitted within 

the parish. A planning committee would be required to publish an agenda three clear working days 

before each meeting and allow the public access to their committee meetings. This would 

necessitate additional room hire when the Council do eventually return to holding physical, rather 

than virtual, Council meetings which would have an associated cost.  

• Requests for extensions for the submission of the Parish Council’s response to planning 

applications are nearly always granted by the planning authority. The planning application 

assessment process is lengthy on the part of the planning authority; extensions for the Parish 

Council’s comments have little effect on the total time taken to grant or refuse planning permission.  

Decision 

The Council moved to vote on the motion. Cllr. Page requested a recorded vote.  

Cllr. Butland: abstain Cllr. Dunn: against Cllr. Page: in favour Cllr. Prosser: in favour      

Cllr. Reid: against Cllr. Williams: against Cllr. Wright: in favour 

Three votes in favour, three against, one abstention.                                                                                                           

Due to the equality of votes, Cllr. Williams, as the person presiding the Council meeting, submitted 

the casting vote: against.  

ii) Record keeping following consultation with the planning authority on planning applications 

submitted within the parish: submitted by Cllr. Page.  

To consider how the Parish Council can improve upon its current system of record keeping, 

particularly, with regards to the retention and reporting of both the Parish Council’s response to 

planning applications and the planning decisions determined by the planning authority.  

Cllr. Reid has recently enhanced the level of information provided on the Parish Council’s website to 

include:  

• The Parish Council’s recommendation for each application in terms of whether it is felt planning 

permission should be granted by the planning authority: support, object or neutral view.  
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• A link to the relevant Council meeting minutes whereby the planning application was discussed 

and the Parish Council’s response was decided.  

• A link to the planning application documents and letters of support or objection on DNPA’s 

website.  

• The planning decision arrived at by the planning authority in terms of whether planning permission 

was ultimately granted or refused.  

The Clerk also retains a paper record of planning applications including the recommendation of the 

Parish Council on each application and the final decision made by the planning authority.  

There was general consensus that the Parish Council’s system of record keeping with regards to 

planning applications is sufficient. A proposal was not proclaimed; therefore, councillors did not 

move to vote.  

iii) Correspondence: submitted by Cllr. Prosser.  

Cllr. Prosser proposed to include ‘correspondence’ as a regular agenda item.  

Seconded by Cllr. Page 

Decision 

The Council moved to vote on the motion.  

Six votes in favour, one against. Motion passed.  

iv) Climate Emergency: submitted by Cllr. Butland.  

Cllr. Butland proposed the set-up of a Climate Emergency Working Group.  

Seconded by Cllr. Reid.  

The following councillors have volunteered to be members of the Working Group: Cllr. Butland, Cllr. 

Dunn, Cllr. Reid and Cllr. Williams.  

Decision 

The Council moved to vote on the motion.  

Six votes in favour, one abstention. Motion passed.  

10) To ratify the following decisions, made between Council meetings, that received approval by 

the majority of councillors via the submission of a vote by email or telephone to the clerk:  

i) To approve commission of a Lengthsman to carry out urgent clearance of blocked ditches outside 

Zoar Cottages, Horndon, on 23rd August 2020.  

Ratified. Proposed by Cllr. Reid, seconded by Cllr. Williams. All in favour by a show of hands.  

ii) To approve attendance by Cllr. Williams on the following DALC training webinar: ‘Chairing Remote 

Council Meetings’ held on Tuesday 8th September at 11 am. Cost of webinar: £15 plus VAT.  

Ratified. Proposed by Cllr. Dunn, seconded by Cllr. Wright. Six votes in favour, Cllr. Williams 

abstained from voting.  
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11) Parishioner request for consideration by the Parish Council:  

To consider the request for a one-off clearance of overgrowth on Pump Lane, Horndon, by the Parish 

Council. Craig Gardiner has submitted a quote for £45 to clear hedgerow overgrowth. A Lengthsman 

may be required to clear blocked ditches as there is an issue with flooding. To approve any actions 

and authorise any expenditure.  

Decision                                                                                                                                                                                           

It was resolved not to fund the clearance of overgrowth and ditches on Pump Lane; it is private land 

and, therefore, the responsibility for clearance lies with the landowner.  

Proposed by Cllr. Dunn, seconded by Cllr. Williams. Five votes in favour, Cllr. Page and Cllr. Wright 

abstained from voting. Motion passed.  

Action 

Clerk to write a letter to the parishioner to inform of the Parish Council’s decision.  

12) Internal Audit Report: upon the recommendation of the internal auditor, the Council is required 

to periodically review all of its policies and procedures.  

It is standard practice to review the Council’s policies, procedures and practices in respect of its 

obligations under the freedom of information and data protection legislation during the Annual 

Meeting of the Council; however, the Council have resolved not to schedule an Annual Meeting of 

the Council this year (unless circumstances dictate otherwise.) Therefore:  

To review and re-adopt the Council’s:  

• Freedom of Information document. To approve the addition of the suggested ‘introduction’ 

section to the document (circulated to all councillors in advance) 

• Privacy Notice  

• Information & Data Protection Policy.  

Decisions  

It was resolved to adopt the Council’s Freedom of Information document amended to include the 

addition of the ‘introduction’ section supplied by the clerk.  

Proposed by Cllr. Dunn, seconded by Cllr. Williams. All in favour by a show of hands.  

It was resolved to re-adopt the Council’s Privacy Notice and Information & Data Protection policy 

without amendment.  

Proposed by Cllr. Dunn, seconded by Cllr. Williams. All in favour by a show of hands.  

13)  Finance: 

To approve the following payments:                                                                                                                                                                        

Clerk Salary          £492.96 

Clerk Salary (for Burial Clerk duties)       £14.32                           

Clerk Expenses (including use of home as office)      £19.41                

Virtual meeting room hire: monthly subscription for Zoom Pro online platform  £14.39    

DM Payroll Service Ltd: payroll service for Clerk for first half of 2020/21 financial year £60.00 
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Tindle Newspapers Devon Ltd: advertisement in Public Notices of councillor vacancy £48.60 

Gardiner’s World          £285.00                          

J. Jeffery (Lengthsman): ditch clearance outside Zoar Cottages, Horndon   £168.00      

To note income received since the last Council meeting:                                                                                 

Cemetery- amendment fee for alterations to information contained within the Register                           

of Graves and Burials and/or Certificates of Exclusive Right of Burial   £25.00  

Council resolved to accept the accounts, schedule of payments, bank reconciliation and year-to-date 

budget sheet.  

Proposed by Cllr. Wright, seconded by Cllr. Butland. All in favour by a show of hands.  

14) Remembrance Day 2020: to decide whether to order a poppy wreath this year and, if necessary, 

approve an amount to donate to the Royal British Legion.  

Decision 

It was resolved to approve expenditure on a poppy wreath supplemented by a donation to the Royal 

British Legion up to the total inclusive amount of £100.  

Proposed by Cllr. Dunn, seconded by Cllr. Reid. All in favour by a show of hands. Clerk to action.  

15) Devon County Council’s updated Local Flood Risk Management Strategy: the draft documents 

outline how the risk of flooding to property and infrastructure will be managed and reduced over 

the next six years from 2021-2027.  

This item is to be moved to the agenda for the next Council meeting.  

16) Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC) Annual General Meeting- 7th October 2020 to be 

held remotely via Zoom: each member Council may appoint one person to act as its representative 

to attend, speak and vote at the Annual General Meeting. Its representative must be a councillor 

holding office in the Council or an appointed person designated at a Council meeting to represent 

the Council.                                                                                                                                                                  

Each member Council may also appoint one additional person as its representative to attend and 

speak. That person may be a councillor, clerk or other employee of the Council.  

Decision 

It was agreed to appoint Cllr. Williams as the Council’s representative with voting rights and the 

Clerk as its non-voting representative.  

17) Website Accessibility Regulations: to receive a report from the clerk following attendance, on 

behalf of the Council, at the Devon Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) Website Accessibility 

Meeting held on 7th September 2020; to approve any suggested amendments to the Council’s 

accessibility statement in light of new information received at the meeting.  

The clerk supplied the Council with a verbal synopsis of the topics discussed during the SLCC website 

accessibility meeting and the actions towards website accessibility completed by the Council so far:  

• The SLCC meeting introduction involved representatives from various Town and Parish Councils in 

Devon providing a brief summary of measures they have taken to enhance the accessibility of their 

websites and the tools they have used to write the accessibility statement.  
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Most Councils have used the self-evaluation route to assess accessibility and have written the 

accessibility statement internally; although, some Councils had commissioned third-party web 

agencies to build a new fully compliant website and/or write the accessibility statement.  

• The Clerk has utilised a self-evaluation method to assess the accessibility of the Council’s website, 

via use of a free website accessibility assessment tool (WAVE), and written the accessibility 

statement using a gov.uk template called, ‘sample accessibility statement (for a fictional public 

sector website)’ at no cost to the Council.   

• Reassurance was provided during the SLCC meeting in that many other Councils in Devon have 

declared the same objectives to work on over the next twelve months on their accessibility 

statements that we have, namely, to add alternative text to all images (alt tags) and convert all PDFs 

uploaded from September 2018 onwards to accessible PDFs.  

The documents that will likely pose the greatest difficulty to convert will be the AGARs (Annual 

Governance and Return) uploaded to the website since 2018 as they were not originally composed 

on Microsoft Word; they are template documents from the external auditor that have been printed, 

completed by hand to include the signatures of the Chairman and Clerk and then scanned into a 

computer using a flatbed scanner.  

• Other Councils recommended the Microsoft software package ‘Office 365’ for its ease of use 

regarding the creation of accessible PDFs.  

• Following attendance, and information received, at the Devon SLCC Website Accessibility Meeting, 

the Clerk does not recommend alteration of the accessibility statement at the present time.  

Decision 

It was resolved to review progress towards our two declared objectives (to add alternative text to all 

images; to convert all PDFs uploaded since September 2018 to accessible PDFs) and the accessibility 

statement in January 2021.  

Proposed by Cllr. Reid, seconded by Cllr. Wright. All in favour by a show of hands.  

Action 

Clerk to add the agreed review date to the accessibility statement.  

County Cllr. Sanders left the meeting at this point (8:27pm). 

18)  Councillor Reports (for information only): 

i)  Emergency Warden: The last few remaining sand bags are disintegrating; therefore, the 

Emergency Warden intends to order some sandbags through Devon Highways which are free to 

Parish Councils. With regards to sand to put in the bags, Borough Cllr. Pearce proclaimed that the 

Council may have a small quantity of sand in the care of an ex-councillor. Clerk to contact the ex-

councillor to establish if this is the case and arrange for collection if necessary. Borough Cllr. Pearce 

advised the Clerk that there is no scheme, that he is aware of, which provides free sand to Parish 

Councils, only sandbags.  

ii)  Southern Parishes Link Committee Representatives: A virtual Super link meeting will take place on 

17th September 2020.  

iii)  DNPA Representative: no report.  
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iv)  Mary Tavy Community Field & Hall Representatives: Cllr. Williams attended a Hall Committee 

meeting on 7th September; committee members aim to re-open the Hall at the end of 

September/beginning of October to existing groups subject to risk assessments and no further 

government restrictions in relation to the coronavirus pandemic; some ash trees in the roadside 

hedges that separate the Recreation Field from the A386 are overhanging the highway and need 

dealing with appropriately; the Allotment Association are building a wildlife pond; VJ Day 

celebrations were a success despite the weather.  

v)  Police & Crime Commissioner Councillor Advocate: Cllr. Reid is the Council’s Police & Crime 

Commissioner Councillor Advocate; a traffic and speed survey has been circulated amongst 

councillors should they wish to participate in the study; Cllr. Reid receives regular video links to 

updates provided by Alison Hernandez, Cllr. Reid will circulate these to councillors who would like to 

receive them.  

19)  Items for Future Agenda: To receive suggestions for future agenda items.  

An agenda item related to the maintenance contractor’s winter schedule of work will be on the next 

agenda; the Clerk asked councillors to report on any dirty road signs that they have noticed at the 

next Council meeting. The contract includes four hours labour per annum dedicated to road sign 

cleaning. Cllr. Page requested that the newly formed Climate Emergency Working Group have a 

regular agenda item to allow for regular updates to the full Council.  

20)  Items for Information: the date of the next Council Meeting- Tuesday 13th October 2020.  

Meeting closed at 8.40pm.  

 

Signed………………………………………………………………………… Date……………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


